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Dictation Algorithms
The following algorithms have been created to highlight the nomenclature 
necessary to avoid queries. 
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Diagnoses:

Anemia Diabetes Pregnancy

Appendicitis Fractures Pregnancy Hypertension

Asthma Heart Failure Pressure Ulcers

Blood Transfusion Myocardial Infarction Respiratory Failure

Cerebral Vascular Accident Neoplasms Systemic Infection

Chronic Kidney Disease Otitis Media Spinal Fusion

COPD Pneumonia
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Systemic Infection Dictation 
Algorithm
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Should be 
documented in 
progress notes

Systemic 
Infection/ 

Inflammation

Sepsis Severe Sepsis Septic Shock

Identify cause of 
infection or 

causal organism

Identify cause or 
causal organism

Identify acute 
organ dysfunction

Identify cause or 
causal organism

Identify 
circulatory failure

Identify any 
additional acute 

organ dysfunction

ICD-10 Hint:

C Document causal

agents as clearly as 
possible

A Document the 

condition as acute or 
chronic

L Document location

with as much 
specificity as possible

C Document the clinical 

findings/ indicators to 
support the diagnosis 
documented

S Document related, 

secondary or causal 
illness whenever 
appropriate
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Neoplasms Dictation Algorithm
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Neoplasm

Unspecified 
behavior

Benign

Malignant 
(primary, 

secondary, 
in-situ)

Anemia

Document any 
secondary sites

Laterality
(Right/Left)

Anatomical site 
(topography)

Dehydration

Of uncertain 
histological 

behavior

Estrogen 
receptor status

History of 
excision or 
eradication

Treatment status 
for the primary 

or metastatic site

Evidence of 
malignancy at 
primary site

Any associated 
diagnoses/ 
conditions

ICD-10 Hint:

C Document causal agents as clearly 

as possible

A Document the condition as acute

or chronic

L Document location with as much 

specificity as possible

C Document the clinical findings/ 

indicators to support the diagnosis 
documented

S Document related, secondary or 

causal illness whenever 
appropriate

Should be 
documented in 
progress notes
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Anemia Dictation Algorithm
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Should be 
documented in 
progress notes

ICD-10 Hint:

C Document causal

agents as clearly as 
possible

A Document the 

condition as acute or 
chronic

L Document location

with as much 
specificity as possible

C Document the clinical 

findings/ indicators to 
support the diagnosis 
documented

S Document related, 

secondary or causal 
illness whenever 
appropriate

Anemia

HemolyticBlood Loss
Acquired

Enzyme 
Disorder

Aplastic

Auto 
Immune

Non-Auto 
Immune

Document Labs

Nutritional

Cause
Document Blood 

Transfusion
List Medications

VitaminMineral

OtherUlcerCKD
Trauma & 
Etiology

SurgeryChemotherapy

Surgical 
Procedure

Estimated 
Blood Loss

Blood Loss 
Expected
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Diabetes Dictation Algorithm

6

Chemical/ 
Drug induced

Type IIType I

Diabetes 
Mellitus

Due to 
underlying 
condition

Other 
specified 

type

Neurological 
complications

Circulatory 
complications

Hyperosmoiarity
With/Without 

Coma
Kidney 

Complications
Opthalmic 

complications
Skin 

complications

Insulin Use

Inadequate 
control

Out of control
Poorly 

controlled
Hypoglycemia Hyperglycemia

ICD-10 Hint:

C Document causal

agents as clearly as 
possible

A Document the 

condition as acute or 
chronic

L Document location

with as much 
specificity as possible

C Document the clinical 

findings/ indicators to 
support the diagnosis 
documented

S Document related, 

secondary or causal 
illness whenever 
appropriate

Should be 
documented in 
progress notes
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Otitis Media Dictation Algorithm
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Should be 
documented in 
progress notes

Otitis Media

Chronic
Acute/ 

Recurrent
Acute/ Subacute

Right Left Bilateral

Suppurative Non supportative Tubotympanic Atticoantral Allergic MucoidSerous

With spontaneous 
rupture of 
tympanic 

membrane

Without spontaneous 
rupture of tympanic 

membrane

Infectious or 
other external 

agent

Exposure to 
environmental 
tobacco smoke

Exposure to 
tobacco smoke in 

the perinatal 
period

History of 
tobacco use

Tobacco 
dependence

Occupational 
exposure to 

environmental 
tobacco smoke

Tobacco use

Document any 
other associated 

diagnoses or 
conditions

ICD-10 Hint:

C Document causal

agents as clearly as 
possible

A Document the 

condition as acute or 
chronic

L Document location

with as much 
specificity as possible

C Document the clinical 

findings/ indicators to 
support the diagnosis 
documented

S Document related, 

secondary or causal 
illness whenever 
appropriate
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Heart Failure Dictation Algorithm
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Heart Failure

Acute Chronic Acute on chronic

Systolic Diastolic
Combined 

systolic and 
diastolic

Rheumatic heart 
disease

Pregnancy Hypertension
Hypertension 

with CKD
Valvular disease

Endocarditis 
(valvitis)

Pericarditis

Myocarditis

Other (specify)
Heart failure 

following surgery

ICD-10 Hint:
C Document causal agents as clearly as possible

A Document the condition as acute or chronic

L Document location with as much specificity as possible

C Document the clinical findings/indicators to support the diagnosis documented

S Document related, secondary or causal illness whenever appropriate

Should be 
documented in 
progress notes
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Cerebral Vascular Accident (CVA) 
Dictation Algorithm
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Cerebral 
Vascular 

Accident (CVA)

Due to causes 
other than 

hemorrhage

Due to 
Hemorrhage

Extradural

Subarachnoid 
(specify artery if 

known)

Intracerebral 
(specify artery if 

known)
Intracranial

Subdural

SubacuteAcute Chronic

Right Left

Associated 
diagnoses/
conditions

Thrombosis Embolism Other (Specify)
Unspecified 
occlusion or 

stenosis

Precerebral 
Arteries (specify 
artery if known)

Cerebral 
Arteries (specify 
artery if known)

ICD-10 Hint:

C Document causal

agents as clearly as 
possible

A Document the 

condition as acute or 
chronic

L Document location

with as much 
specificity as possible

C Document the clinical 

findings/ indicators to 
support the diagnosis 
documented

S Document related, 

secondary or causal 
illness whenever 
appropriate

Should be 
documented in 
progress notes
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Myocardial Infarction Dictation Algorithm
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STEMI

Acute MI

OtherNSTEMI

Inferior 
Wall

Anterior 
Wall

Left main 
coronary 

artery

Left anterior 
descending 

artery

Other artery 
of anterior 

wall

Right 
coronary 

artery

Other coronary 
artery of 

inferior wall

Requires episode 
of care reporting 

only

Left circumflex 
coronary artery 

Other 
(please 
specify)

Myocardial 
Infarction

Subsequent 
MI

Anterior 
Wall

Inferior 
Wall

Other sites

NSTEMI Other sites STEMI

Other sites

Document date of any recent acute 
MI within 28 days of admission

Document whether or not the current 
MI has occurred within 28 days of 

previous MI

Document if the patient has a history 
of an MI older than 28 days

Exposure to 
environmental 
tobacco smoke

Status post administration of tPA (rtPA) in a 
different facility within the last 24 hours 

prior to admission to current facility

History of 
tobacco use

Tobacco 
dependence

Occupational exposure 
to environmental 

tobacco smoke

Tobacco 
use

Document any 
other associated 

diagnoses or 
conditions

ICD-10 Hint:

C Document 

causal agents 
as clearly as 
possible

A Document the 

condition as 
acute or 
chronic

L Document 

location with 
as much 
specificity as 
possible

C Document the 

clinical 
findings/ 
indicators to 
support the 
diagnosis 
documented

S Document 

related, 
secondary or 
causal illness 
whenever 
appropriate
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Respiratory Failure Dictation 
Algorithm
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Should be 
documented in 
progress notes

Acute on 
Chronic

ChronicAcute

Respiratory 
Failure

Post procedural

RadiationHypoxia Hypercapnia

Tobacco use

Aspiration

Tobacco 
dependence

Past history/ 
exposureTobacco abuse

ICD-10 Hint:

C Document causal

agents as clearly as 
possible

A Document the 

condition as acute or 
chronic

L Document location

with as much 
specificity as possible

C Document the clinical 

findings/ indicators to 
support the diagnosis 
documented

S Document related, 

secondary or causal 
illness whenever 
appropriate
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Asthma Dictation Algorithm
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Asthma

Mild Moderate Severe

Intermittent Persistent

Uncomplicated
Acute 

Exacerbation
Status 

Asthmaticus

Tobacco Use
Tobacco 

Dependence
History of 

Tobacco Use

Unspecified (Asthmatic 
Bronchitis, Childhood Asthma, 

Late onset asthma)
Other

Exercise Induced 
Bronchospasm

Other 
Asthma

Cough 
variant 
asthma

Chronic 
Obstructive 
Bronchitis

COPD
Acute Lower 
Respiratory 

Infection

Exposure to 
environmental 
tobacco smoke

Exposure to tobacco 
smoke in the 

perinatal period

Occupational exposure 
to environmental 

smoke

Document any 
associated diagnoses 

or conditions

ICD-10 Hint:

C Document causal

agents as clearly as 
possible

A Document the 

condition as acute
or chronic

L Document location

with as much 
specificity as 
possible

C Document the 

clinical findings/ 
indicators to 
support the 
diagnosis 
documented

S Document related, 

secondary or causal 
illness whenever 
appropriate

Should be 
documented in 
progress notes
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COPD Dictation Algorithm
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Chronic 
bronchitis with 

emphysema

Chronic bronchitis 
with airway 
obstruction

Chronic 
obstructive 
bronchitis

Chronic 
Obstructive 
Pulmonary 

Disease (COPD)

Asthma with 
COPD

Persistent

Acute 
Exacerbation

Tobacco use

Mild

Tobacco 
dependence

Past history/ 
exposureTobacco abuse

Chronic 
Obstructive 

Tracheobronchitis

Moderate Severe

Intermittent

ICD-10 Hint:

C Document causal

agents as clearly as 
possible

A Document the 

condition as acute or 
chronic

L Document location

with as much 
specificity as possible

C Document the clinical 

findings/ indicators to 
support the diagnosis 
documented

S Document related, 

secondary or causal 
illness whenever 
appropriate

Should be 
documented in 
progress notes
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Pneumonia Dictation Algorithm
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Should be 
documented in 
progress notes

FungalViralBacterial

Pneumonia

Drug Induced

Causal Agent 
or Organism

Respiratory 
Failure

Sepsis

Aspiration

Aspirated food/ 
Amniotic fluid

Other 
(specify)

Underlying 
lung disease

Tobacco use
Tobacco 

abuse
Tobacco 

dependence
Past History/ 

Exposure

ICD-10 Hint:

C Document causal

agents as clearly as 
possible

A Document the 

condition as acute or 
chronic

L Document location

with as much 
specificity as possible

C Document the clinical 

findings/ indicators to 
support the diagnosis 
documented

S Document related, 

secondary or causal 
illness whenever 
appropriate
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Appendicitis Dictation Algorithm
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Appendicitis

RecurrentChronicAcute Subacute

Perforated or 
Ruptured 
Appendix

Peritoneal 
abscess

Peritonitis

Generalized Localized

Other (specify)

ICD-10 Hint:
C Document causal agents as clearly as possible

A Document the condition as acute or chronic

L Document location with as much specificity as possible

C Document the clinical findings/indicators to support the diagnosis documented

S Document related, secondary or causal illness whenever appropriate

Should be 
documented in 
progress notes
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Pressure Ulcers Dictation Algorithm
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Should be 
documented in 
progress notes

Pressure Ulcer

Site

Right Left

Stage I Stage 2 Stage 3 Stage 4 Unspecified Unstageable

With gangrene

Document any 
associated 

diagnoses or 
conditions

Document if 
ulcer is present 
on admission

ICD-10 Hint:

C Document causal

agents as clearly as 
possible

A Document the 

condition as acute or 
chronic

L Document location

with as much 
specificity as possible

C Document the clinical 

findings/ indicators to 
support the diagnosis 
documented

S Document related, 

secondary or causal 
illness whenever 
appropriate
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Chronic Kidney Disease Dictation 
Algorithm

Unspecified
Stage 3 

(moderate)
Stage 2Stage 1

Chronic Kidney 
Disease (CKD)

Stage 4 
(severe)

End Stage 
Renal Disease 

(ESRD)
Stage 5

Diabetes Hypertension Anemia
Kidney 

Transplant 
Complications

Kidney 
Transplant 

Status

Other (specify)

Dialysis use
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ICD-10 Hint:
C Document causal agents as clearly as possible

A Document the condition as acute or chronic

L Document location with as much specificity as possible

C Document the clinical findings/indicators to support the diagnosis documented

S Document related, secondary or causal illness whenever appropriate

Should be 
documented in 
progress notes
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Fractures Dictation Algorithm
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ICD-10 Hint:

C Document causal

agents as clearly as 
possible

A Document the 

condition as acute or 
chronic

L Document location

with as much 
specificity as possible

C Document the clinical 

findings/ indicators to 
support the diagnosis 
documented

S Document related, 

secondary or causal 
illness whenever 
appropriate Should be 

documented in 
progress notes

Fracture

TraumaticPathological

Bone (distal, 
proximal, 

shaft, etc.)

Osteoporosis

Right Left

Neoplastic 
disease

Other 
(specify)

Disuse

Drug-
induced 

Post-
menopausal

Idiopathic

Postsurgical 
maladsorption

Other 
(specify)

Initial 
encounter

Sequela
Subsequent 
encounter

Routine 
healing

Delayed 
healing

Nonunion

Malunion

Document any 
associated diagnoses/

conditions

Displaced

Left

Non 
displaced

Right

Site (distal, 
proximal, 

shaft, etc.)

Open Closed

Initial 
encounter

Sequela
Subsequent 
encounter

Routine 
healing

Delayed 
healing

Nonunion

Malunion

Document 
cause of 
fracture

Document activity, location 
and circumstances 

surrounding the injury

Document other 
injuries related to the 

fracture
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Pregnancy Dictation Algorithm
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Should be 
documented in 
progress notes

ICD-10 Hint:

C Document causal agents as clearly 

as possible

A Document the condition as acute

or chronic

L Document location with as much 

specificity as possible

C Document the clinical findings/ 

indicators to support the diagnosis 
documented

S Document related, secondary or 

causal illness whenever 
appropriate

Pregnancy

First 
(less than 14 

weeks, 0 days)

Second 
(14 weeks, 0 days to less 
than 28 weeks, 0 days)

Specify trimester/
weeks of gestation 
in which condition 

occurred 

Specify any condition/ 
complications 

developed during 
pregnancy

Gestational 
diabetes

Diet controlled
Insulin 

controlled

Third 
(28 weeks, 0 days 

until delivery)

Specify any pre-
existing conditions, 
infections, disorders

Pre-eclampsia

Mild to 
Moderate

Severe

HELLP 
(hemolysis, elevated, 

liver enzymes, low 
platelet count)

Tobacco AbuseTobacco Use
Tobacco 

Dependency

Tobacco Past 
History/
Exposure
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Pregnancy Hypertension Dictation 
Algorithm
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Should be 
documented in 
progress notes

Pregnancy 
Hypertension

Pre-existing 
Hypertension 
(complicating)

First 
Trimester

Specify the 
weeks of 
gestation

Gestational 
Hypertension

Second 
Trimester

Third 
Trimester

Document any 
associated diagnoses/ 

conditions

Child Birth Puerperium
First 

Trimester
Second 

Trimester
Third 

Trimester

ICD-10 Hint:
C Document causal agents as clearly as possible

A Document the condition as acute or chronic

L Document location with as much specificity as possible

C Document the clinical findings/indicators to support the 

diagnosis documented

S Document related, secondary or causal illness whenever 

appropriate
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Spinal Fusion Dictation Algorithm
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Should be 
documented in 
operative notes

Spinal Fusion

Nonautologous 
bone graft

Autologous bone 
graft

Interbody fusion 
device

Internal fixation
Synthetic 
substitute

External fixation

Anterior Column 
(rounded, 

smooth portion 
of spine)

Posterior Column 
(pedicle, lamina, 
facet, transverse 
process of spine)

Anterior Lateral Posterolateral Posterior
Lateral 

transverse

Number of joints 
fused

ICD-10 Hint:

C Document causal

agents as clearly as 
possible

A Document the 

condition as acute or 
chronic

L Document location

with as much 
specificity as possible

C Document the clinical 

findings/ indicators to 
support the diagnosis 
documented

S Document related, 

secondary or causal 
illness whenever 
appropriate
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RBCWhole BloodBone Marrow

Blood 
Transfusion

Platelets Frozen RBC White Cells
Frozen 
Plasma

GlobulinFresh Plasma

Peripheral 
Vein

Central 
Vein

Peripheral 
Artery

Central 
Artery

Autologous
Non-

autologous

Blood Transfusion Dictation Algorithm
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ICD-10 Hint:
C Document causal agents as clearly as possible

A Document the condition as acute or chronic

L Document location with as much specificity as possible

C Document the clinical findings/indicators to support the diagnosis documented

S Document related, secondary or causal illness whenever appropriate

Should be 
documented in 
operative notes

Type

Location

Specificity


